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 In 1996 Congress passed the Food Quality Protection Act.  This law established an additional 10 fold safety factor to be applied to reference doses in order to protect infants and children.  The Administrator can only apply a lesser safety factor if reliable evidence shows that a lesser factor would be protective of infants and chidren.  EPA examined 6 of 32 organophospate pesticides (OP's) and asserted that a lesser 3-fold factor was adequate.  When the Science Advisory Panel for Pesticides reviewed the EPA submission, they concluded that EPA relied on a single marker, peripheral Acetylcholinesterase (AchE) levels in rodent blood to measure OP effects  When it was shown that OP's have a broader band of action than AchE, and that the sensitivity, specificity and predictive power of AchE had not been measured, a strong majority of Panel members recommended that EPA use the higher FIFRA safety margin of 10.

